


In every living organism Physical, Ethereal, Astral and Spiritual forces  
are active. In the plant, the threefold Physical and  
fourfold Ethereal forces work from within outwards,  

the Astral forces work around it,  
and the Spiritual forces from the starry distance,  
where the archetypes of the plants are formed. 

 
 The effects of the Etheric Formative Forces are always general ones.  

Never does an organism come into existence merely through the 
 Ethereal processes, but only when an Astral principle  

presses its seal upon the Ethereal. 
 

The working of the Astral principle is carried into this  
Physical-Ethereal, as a streaming, moving activity.  

Manifesting archetypally in a sevenfoldness. 
 

The Spiritually working principles  
gather together the form into a specific species  

and are archetypally arranged according to the 12 principles,  
revealing themselves cosmically in the Zodiac. It is only through this  

spiritual element that ‘the plant’ becomes a rose or a sage, ‘ 
the animal’, a lion, and ‘man a definite individuality. 

 
In the plant the seed is the carrier, or point of attachment,  

of the Spiritual forces forming the species. But the seed only unfolds  
when surrounded by Physical, Ethereal and Astral elements  
in such a way that these forces can stream freely together. 
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